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For further information, please contact: 

Brian Chandler, Attendance Liaison 
 

Ceres Unified School 
District Office 

2503 Lawrence Street 
Ceres, CA  95307 
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The purpose of SARB is to divert 
students with school attendance or 
school behavioral problems from the 
juvenile justice system and to assist 
families in finding ways to ensure 
prompt and consistent attendance in 
Ceres schools.  

SARB may do one or more of 
the following: 

• Recommend changes in the     
student’s school program or 
classes 

• Direct the student and/or family 
to counseling/parenting classes 

• Recommend the diversion   
program 

SARB is not: 

• A mini-juvenile court 

• An agency to punish students or 
families 

• An agency to fix blame 

Purpose of SARB 

CERES UNIFIED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT  

CHILD WELFARE AND 
ATTENDANCE 

A community-school program 
meeting the needs of  children and 

youth with attendance and 
behavioral problems. 

CERES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT  
CHILD WELFARE AND ATTENDANCE 

FACTS RELATED TO ABSENTEEISM 

• Absence patterns are established as early as   
kindergarten 

• Older children in the family frequently set       
attendance patterns for younger brothers and 
sisters 

• Erosion of parental control contributes to       
absenteeism and other behavioral problems 

• Absenteeism results in a major loss in             
educational achievement and test performance 

• Research reflects high absenteeism contributes 
to a higher drop out rate, youth violence, and 
vandalism 

• Absenteeism raises the cost per student for   
education 

• Attendance is best when students are involved in 
school programs in which they can succeed 



SARB 

WHAT IS SARB? 
 
The School Attendance Review Board 
is a community-school volunteer      
committee or board which meets with    
children, youth, and their families to  
assist them in solving attendance and 
behavioral problems.  

Established by the California Legislature 
in 1976, SARB consists of a group of: 

1. Individuals who serve as interested 
parents 

2.  Community members 

3. Employees of the school district  

4.  Community agency employees in-
cluding law enforcement officers, 
social service professionals and men-
tal health professionals.  

 

HOW DOES SARB WORK? 
 

An attendance referral is made to the SARB 
if after the district office has sent at least 
three truancy letters and held a pre-SARB 
conference, attendance has not significantly 
improved.   

Once the referral is submitted to the SARB, 
a conference with the student and family 
members or legal guardian is arranged with 
the panel.  At the conference, alternatives 
and recommendations are explored to  
eliminate or reduce the student’s attendance 
and/or behavior difficulty.  The conference is 
an opportunity for the student, family and 
SARB members to discuss and decide on a 
workable course of action.   

Once this course of action is agreed upon, a 
performance contract is developed and 
signed. This contract contains all of the   
recommendation and contingencies by which 
the student and/or parent must abide.  Once 
signed, the school and the office of the    
Coordinator of Child Welfare and            
Attendance monitor the student’s atten-
dance and/or behavior as it pertains to the 
signed agreement.   

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 
 

If the student’s attendance and/or behav-
ior improves to the agreed upon level and 
the recommendations have been carried 
through, the function of SARB has been 
met and no further action will take place.  
If improvement has not taken place, one 
or more of the following actions will   
occur: 

• A petition filed with the juvenile court 

• A complaint filed with the District 
Attorney 

• A complaint filed with the County 
Social Services Department 

• Courts may suspend student’s driving 
privileges for one year or delay issuing 
the privilege to drive for one year 
subsequent to the time the person 
becomes legally eligible to drive 

• Courts may place parent/guardian on 
informal probation and order misc. 
fines to be paid.   


